


      
        Lady Patti and I are happy to see signs of hope that   
        our society is getting back to normal. The re-start of   
        Commodore’s Receptions being held by a few clubs,   
        with greatly reduced numbers and social distancing   
        being the catch phrase of the day, signaling a return to  
        normal.  We attended Ford Yacht Club, Seaway Boat   
        Club, Indian Hill Boat Club, and Grosse Point Sail Club  
        receptions this past month and are very proud to hear  
        the compliments paid to our Club, Fleet Captains,   
        Manager and staff by those that have visited. While 
GIYC is not necessarily a destination club per se, it is a welcomed and well-regarded stopping point for many 
on journeys both North and South.

Great People – It is time for Great People to step up and serve!  P/C John Clark is once again chairing the 
nominating committee and looking for those interested in becoming part of the group that helps to shape and 
steer our club into the future. Lady Patti and I have had a ball (well figuratively anyway) during our time as 
Bridge Officer & Lady and would encourage anyone interested to reach out and talk to me at Commo-
dore@GIYC.com,  or one of the other committee members P/C John Clark, Pete Uhse, P/C Dick Savage, 
P/C Gary Dust with any questions in this regard. 

Great Lakes – Still not much to report as the regattas and rendezvous that normally fill our summer have 
been pretty quiet this summer.  R/C Will Evans was able to arrange for a midweek visit to the Old Club on the 
extreme tip of Harsens Island which I understand was well received by those that attended. Thanks to Will 
and Lady Sherry for the Great effort.

Great Times – While we normally feature an event or a group activity capturing the vitality of GIYC with all 
the hard-working volunteer members doing what they do so well.  This month I’d like to feature the 
celebration of life that took place at our club following the passing of P/C John Beauchamp. John completed 
life’s journey on August 15th and will be missed by so many especially Lady Roz. John and Roz have been 
strong supporters of Lady Patti and I in our Great Time on the Bridge f
or which we are very Grateful.

Our cover photo features our Great Past and our Great Future showing 
our burgee at half staff in respect to P/C Beauchamp with Alec & 
Anita Chabalowski’s other boat “Bear Tender” in the foreground. The 
Chabalowski family, including Ryan and Holly, are newer vibrant members 
and represent the future of our club. So happy they chose GIYC as their home.
 
 Great People, Great Lakes, Great Times, are what it’s all about.
    Commodore Todd Du�ett

 



      I don’t know if it’s just me, or is 2020 flying by?  Even with all of the  
      events that have been cancelled, I don’t know where this summer   
      has gone!  In a couple of weeks the kids will be going back to   
      school in one form or another.  Most of us will be trying to squeeze   
      in as much boating time as we can before our dreaded haul-out   
      dates get here ….. and worst of all, we’ll have to put our shorts a  
      way for the season!

      If you’re going to be around the Club over Labor Day Weekend,   
      please plan on joining Lady Els and I on Sunday, September 6 from  
      4:00 – 7:00 for live entertainment on the patio with The Pinot 
      Gringos.  The Pinot Gringos are an acoustic duo who put an 
      acoustic spin on popular tunes. From classic to modern rock, 
country, and pop, their arrangements and vocal harmonies create a fun atmosphere that will make you want 
to sing and dance along!  We are still planning on getting some more live entertainment for the balance of 
2020 ….. please pay close attention to the GIYCOfficial and the Peekaboo Crew Facebook pages for 
upcoming events!

As I noted in my article last month, please mark your calendars ….. March 24, 2021 through March 28, 
2021.  Please plan on joining Lady Els and me for our winter Rendezvous in Panama City Beach, Florida.  
We’re planning on having an informational meeting in September to review the hotel accommodations and 
other activities that we’ve got planned for the trip ….. it’s going to be a great time!  Please watch your email 
and Club Facebook page for meeting information.

We look forward to seeing you around the Club!

V/C Jim Ferguson & Lady Els
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Reflections from the Rear

The members and staff of Grosse Ile Yacht Club 
offer their sincere condolences to the family of 

P/C John Beauchamp
who passed away

Saturday, August 15, 2020 

Beloved Husband  of Rosalind Beauchamp



GROSSE ILE YACHT CLUB 

2020 Application for haul out and Winter Storage 

 

Last Name_____________________ First Name________________________ Acct#_______________ 

Phone #_________________________ Email____________________ Cell #______________________ 

This application is for haul-out and winter storage. Previous years of storage and postmark will be used 
to assign space for winter storage. Boats are limited to a 13 foot beam and 20,000 lbs. weight limit.  
Completed applications are due no later than September 15, 2020, to be assured a spot. Applications 
received after that date will be accommodated on a case by case basis. 

Please circle a date listed to indicate when your boat will be ready to haul-out. Due to restricted access, 
a “last out- first in” policy is necessary. The club reserves the right to relocate any boat stored on Peek-
a-Boo due to delays in launch preparation or for emergency reasons as the situation dictates. Please see   
DOCK RULES, Article 4 – Winter Storage, Haul-out and Launch for additional information. 

 

Haul-out Schedule: Please circle one of the following dates for your scheduled haul-out, 

Saturdays: SEP 19  SEP 26  OCT 3  OCT 11   OCT 17  OCT 24   

 

 

 

 

    

    Sundays:  SEP 20  SEP 27  OCT 4 OCT 12   OCT 18 OCT 25 

Member/Owner agrees to the following: 

1. Assumes all liabilities for damage occurring during haul-out and winter storage. 
2. Removal of boat cradle/jack stands, shoring material, trailer etc., after launch. 
3. Disconnect and/all shore power when not in attendance of the boat. 
4. No spray painting of any form. Spray painting is strictly prohibited. 
5. Mark all cradle, shoring, trailers, masts, etc., with members name. 
6. Have in force at all times: Public Liability/Property damage policy on stored boats. 
7. Agree to permit relocation of a boat as deemed necessary by the Fleet Captain. 
8. Prepare boat for first possible launch in the Spring. Launching based on “Last out-First in” basis. 
9. Provide suitable cradle, shoring, jack stands as necessary for safe vessel storage. 
10. All jack stands shall rest on plywood pads for additional support. 

I agree to the conditions stated above and listed in the Dock Rules of Grosse Ile Yacht Club. 

Date: ____________________ Member Signature: _______________________________________ 

Charge: Indicate the desired services and calculate the costs. 

____ Haul-out/Launch (with boat storage) Length* ____________ @ $1.75/ft =   $______________ 

____ Winter Storage                                        Length* ____________ @ $12.50/ft = $ _____________ 

____Haul-out (if not storing at GIYC)           Length* _____________ @ $1.50/ft  = $______________ 

____ Mast storage                                                                                       @ $6.00 ea. = $______________ 

Return to: GIYC Fleet Captain, 29677 East River Rd., Grosse Ile, MI 48138                 TOTAL        $_______________ 



  After taking part in many national online junior sailing seminars this spring discussing implemen-
tation of safe sailing class practices, Erick Heilman along with members of his committee, put in place 
many safety measures so that the program could take place this summer.  This involved staggering drop 
offs, taking  temperatures, wearing masks, spraying boats with a disinfectant, and classes being split 
and spread out on the lawn so social distancing could be observed.  More single-person boats were 
used so each sailor could sail an individual boat such as the nine Optimist prams which the club owns or 
has access to and three Sunfish.  The two-person boats were used by kids in the same family or known 
“quaran-teams”.  The kids had a wonderful time, learned a lot and loved swimming by the dock and raft 
after class.

It takes a village to keep this program going.  We are especially grateful to Erick who has done an 
amazing job as chairman over the past four years during a very difficult period in history.  We are also 
grateful to the late PC John and Lady Roz Beauchamp who donated a Sunfish sailboat to the program.  
Burt Parker, whose father is a PC, also donated a Sunfish as well as a Laser sailboat which are both 
one-person craft.  Molly Coulibaly, a new member whose son is in the sailing program, and Thomas 
Duffett donated the use of their Sunfish and Sailfish respectively for the summer.  The Tecmires and 
Chabalowskis also contributed the use of their Optimist prams.  Without these generous donations the 
junior sailing program would have been very limited this summer if it took place at all.  Of course we are 
also grateful to the continued support of the yacht club board for recognizing the importance of this 
program to the health of our club, all the club members who have donated returnable bottles and cans, 
and the Grosse Ile Community Sailing Foundation (a 501c3) which has directed donated funds to help 
purchase sailboats and safety boats as well as helping with US Sailing Instructor Certification tuition.

Thanks also must go out to 13 year old Kellan Knapp who on her own initiative began a major 
fundraising campaign to replace one of the older rigid bottom inflatable safety boats used to instruct and 
coach sailing at GIYC. Although there were no away regattas this year the race team continued to plan 
and practice for next year’s competitions.  Hopefully the high school sailing team which trains at the club 
will be allowed to compete this fall.

Special credit should be given to our young instructors for this year - Meghan Dieball, Rylan 
VandeWettering, assisted by Norton Coulibaly, Anna McAughey, Kellan Knapp, and Gillian Bellard.  Four 
of them are Junior Members of the yacht club and they all acted responsibly by wearing masks, monitor-
ing the spacing and mask wearing of the kids and cleaning the boats and equipment between uses.  In 
addition to teaching, at the end of the day the sailboats and safety boats were neatly arranged, secured 
and covered.   Adults who helped with the class were Thomas Duffett, Kristen Ruta, Molly Coulibaly, 
Tina Perry and Anita Chabalowski.  Thank you to all and especially Erick for his organizational and 
administrative efforts and always gentle guidance.                         



Dear Members, 

 

I am writing this do to the recent tragedy on August 16th when a boat carrying 14 people 
capsized south of Stoney Island that tragically resulted in the death of two of the 
occupants.  When something like this happens, I always reflect on how I operate my boat 
and the safety equipment I have on board.  Accidents on the water happen quickly and 
without warning.  

I don’t know how many of you are aware but there is a 55 mile per hour speed limit on 
the Detroit River and many coastal areas of Michigan.  There is also legislation in Lansing 
to lower it. There is a no wake law within 1000 feet from shore in Grosse Ile Township.  
This includes all the out island as well. With a significant increase in boats that I am seeing 
around Grosse Ile, we need to be extra cautious and conservative on how we captain our 
boats.  

Many of us have a false sense of security thinking that if we have a boating emergency, 
the US Coast Guard will come to the rescue in a timely manner.  This in most cases is 
not true.  Recently, on a trip to Put In Bay I heard a distress call on my marine radio of a 
boat sinking and 4 people in the water approximately 8 miles east of West Sister Island.  
I was monitoring the conversation with a nearby boater and the Coast Guard.  The Coast 
Guard’s ETA was 2 hours to the site.  At the time, I was about 30 to 40 minutes away 
from that area.  Fortunately, another boater was closer and responded to the distress call. 

I encourage everyone to inventory their safety equipment and inspect their personal 
flotation devices.  Most boaters buy the typical type 2 and type 3 life vests which are ok 
for coastal boating but if you are boating offshore, which most of us do, I would 
recommend purchasing type 1 vests.  A type one vest will keep your head out of the water 
even if you are not conscious and will be an invaluable asset if you are in the water for a 
prolonged period of time.  Prepare an emergency kit with a portable marine radio, flares 
and or beacon and if possible, a personal EPERB in case you have to abandon ship. 

Look in the mirror, the person you see is responsible for the safety of your passengers 
and is probably the person that is going to save your life or the life of your loved ones in 
the event of a boating emergency.  Be properly prepared with adequate safety equipment 
and boat smart. 

 

Warm Regards, 

Pete Uhse 

Board Chairman 



Refurbishing the Travel Lift and Single Point Lift 
Total 90 days from start to finish 

 

I would like to give a special 
thanks to all of the talented 
people and volunteers who 
helped get this project done:  
Roger Pollack, Terry 
McCarthy, Ryan McCarthy, 
Jason Loeffler, Chris 
Coolsaet, Nancy Crysler, Robert Parker, and Paul 
Pettinga for the use of the orange sky lift that was 

very important to getting this project done, and, of course, myself. 

 

Sincerely, 

P/C Bruce Milkins 

Docks 
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GIYC Notice of  Race 
Saturday, September 5th, 2020 
 
COURSE 
This will be a medium distance race in the American waters of  
Lake Erie. (~11 Nm).  The course will be a large triangle made 
up of  the WNATR S Mark, West Outer Channel Marker, and 
Tower 10. 
 
SCHEDULE 
Skipper's Meeting = 9:00 am 
First Start = 11:00 am 
 
ENTRIES 
Entry is open to all monohull sailing auxiliaries that meet the 
Federal Requirements for Safety and Lighting. The Skipper 
must ensure that the yacht is well found, thoroughly seaworthy, 
and that the hull, spars, rigging, sails, and all equipment is 
properly maintained and stowed and that the crew knows 
where it is kept and how it is used.  The minimum size for any 
yacht wishing to enter shall be 20 feet LOA unless it has a valid 
PHRF certificate. 
 

Application and Sailing Instructions will be available on 
www.noticeofrace.net  



 
 Grilled Lemon Pepper Cod                    $9.00 
 BBQ Chicken & Pineapple Skewer   $8.00 
 Buoy Burger       $6.00 
 Italian Sausage       $5.00 
 Jumbo Hot Dog       $3.00 
 Baked Potato       $3.00 
 Corn on Cob       $2.50 
 Baked Beans       $2.00 

Join us for an a�ernoon of fun & food weather permi�ng 

Labor Day Race BBQ,  

Featuring 



Deep Dish Pepperoni - $14 
 

Deep Dish Supreme -  $16 

Pre order your pizza by 7:00 so it’s ready 
when you arrive at the club!  676-0211 
         -Pick Up Between 9:00-10:30- 

HOT & FRESH 



10 oz cut $26.99 - 14oz $32.99 ++ 

Thursday’s at GIYC 

5:00 pm – 9:00 pm 



ELS
FERGUSON

Providing Exceptional 
     Service to S.E. Michigan since 1985

8420 Macomb, Grosse Ile, MI 48138
www.islandrealtyinc.com

Els Sells...
I have lived Downriver for most of my adult life. My pre-real 
estate professional background includes 30+ years as a 
teacher and administrator in the Wyandotte and Gibraltar 
school districts. I have a passion for all things real estate. 
I will work diligently to help you sell your home and/or buy your 

real estate transaction! 
Call me at 734-341-9265

SOLD



Open 12-5
Kitchen & Bar

Mucho Margarita 
& Taco Night

Independence Day
Race

Open 5-9
Kitchen & Bar

Deep Dish Pizza 
All Day

$14/$16

GIYC Winter #1

Open 5-9
Kitchen & Bar

Deep Dish Pizza 
All Day

$14/$16

GIYC Winter #2

Open 5-9
Kitchen & Bar

Deep Dish Pizza 
All Day

$14/$16

GIYC Winter #3

Open 5-9
Kitchen & Bar

Deep Dish Pizza 
All Day

$14/$16

Open 12-8
Kitchen & Bar

Mucho Margarita 
& Taco Night

Open 12-8
Kitchen & Bar

Mucho Margarita 
& Taco Night

Open 12-8
  Kitchen & Bar

Mucho Margarita 
& Taco Night

BOD Meeting
7:00pm

Open 12-8
Kitchen & Bar

Open 9:30-8
Kitchen & Bar

Open 12-8
Kitchen & Bar

Open 12-9
Kitchen & Bar

LABOR DAY
RACE

BBQ 2:30-5:00

Open 5-10
Kitchen & Bar

Open 5-10
Kitchen & Bar

Open 12-9
Kitchen & Bar

Open 12-8
Kitchen & Bar

ENTERTAINMENT
Pinot Gringos

4-7

Open 5-10
Kitchen & Bar

Open 12-9
Kitchen & Bar

Open 12-9
Kitchen & Bar

Open 5-9
Kitchen & Bar

Deep Dish Pizza 
All Day

$14/$16

WNATR Fall #4

Open 5-9
Kitchen & Bar

Prime Rib
10oz- $26.99
14oz-$32.99

Open 5-9
Kitchen & Bar

Prime Rib
10oz- $26.99
14oz-$32.99

Open 5-9
Kitchen & Bar

Prime Rib
10oz- $26.99
14oz-$32.99

Open 5-9
Kitchen & Bar

Prime Rib
10oz- $26.99
14oz-$32.99



SEPTEMBER
5 - Labor Day Race/BBQ

6 - Music on the Patio
9- GIYC Winter #1
16- GIYC Winter #2
23- GIYC Winter #3
OCTOBER

CLOSED ON WEDNESDAYS UNTIL May 2021
2 - Meet the Candidates

9 - Election Night
11 - Sunday Breakfast
23 - Commodore’s Ball

24 - Trivia Night
25-14th Annual Trunk or Treat

31 - Halloween
NOVEMBER

8 -  Sunday Breakfast
11 - Veteran’s Day Event

14 - Little Italy Night
26 - Thanksgiving
28 - Club Event

TBD 29 - Work Hours Opportunity (Club Decorating Party)
DECEMBER

6 - Santa Brunch
11 - Change of Watch
13 - Sunday Breakfast

19 - Poppin’ Bottles Night
20 - Chef‘s Choice- Final/Final

21 - Club Closed
24 - Christmas Eve
25 - Christmas Day

31 - Happy New Year’s Eve



Commodore Todd Duffett commodore@giyc.com

Vice Commodore Jim Ferguson vc@giyc.com
Rear Commodore Will Evans rc@giyc.com
Group email to Commodore, VC, & RC bridge@giyc.com
Group email to all Past Commodores pc@giyc.com

Chairman Pete Uhse (2021) chairman@giyc.com
House Rob Doss (2022) house@giyc.com
Docks P/C Bruce Milkins (2020) docks@giyc.com
Grounds P/C Brian Hartwell (2020) grounds@giyc.com
Building P/C Terry McCarthy (2022) building@giyc.com
Finance Dave Sims (2020) & Rich Obermayer (2021) finance@giyc.com
Membership Roger Pollack (2022) membership@giyc.com
IT & Communications Kevin Hodgins (2021) IT@giyc.com

Group email to all Board members bod@giyc.com

Fleet Captain Chris Conway & Bob Schafer fleet@giyc.com

Fleet Measurer Alan Tecmire measure@giyc.com

Fleet Surgeon Steve Lewis surgeon@giyc.com

Fleet Treasurer Lady Tamara Dust treasurer@giyc.com

Secretary Paula Duffett secretary@giyc.com

Chaplain Paula Duffett chaplain@giyc.com

Commodore's Ball Joyce Tecmire ball@giyc.com

Entertainment Jane Bersie entertainment@giyc.com

Flags & Protocol Lady Audrey Lyden & P/C Terry McCarthy protocol@giyc.com

Strategic Planning Rich Obermayer sp@giyc.com

Historian P/C Bruce Milkins & P/C John Clark historian@giyc.com

Junior Sailing Erick Heilman jrsailing@giyc.com

Adult Learn to Sail Fernando Leon adultsailing@giyc.com

Photography Neil Johnson photo@giyc.com

Race Chairman Brian Rooks race@giyc.com

Rendezvous P/C Dick & Lady Lynne Savage rendezvous@giyc.com

Peek-a-Boo Crew President P/C Mark Balazy peekaboo@giyc.com

Spray Editor spray@giyc.com

Group email to all  Flags & Committee Chairs flags@giyc.com

Associated Yacht Clubs P/C's Goffinett, Kissell (Alt. P/C Balazy & Savage) ayc@giyc.com

Detroit Regional Yachting Association P/C Matthew Dubois drya@giyc.com

Inter-Lake Yachting Association Erick Heilman (alternate Mark Balazy) ilya@giyc.com

Group email to all delegates delegates@giyc.com

B
RI

D
G

E
B

O
A

R
D

O
F 

D
IR

EC
TO

R
S

FL
A

G
S

C
O

M
M

IT
TE

ES
D

E
LE

G
A

TE



SEPTEMBER
5 - Labor Day Race/BBQ

6 - Music on the Patio
9- GIYC Winter #1
16- GIYC Winter #2
23- GIYC Winter #3
OCTOBER

CLOSED ON WEDNESDAYS UNTIL May 2021
2 - Meet the Candidates

9 - Election Night
11 - Sunday Breakfast
23 - Commodore’s Ball

24 - Trivia Night
25-14th Annual Trunk or Treat

31 - Halloween
NOVEMBER

8 -  Sunday Breakfast
11 - Veteran’s Day Event

14 - Little Italy Night
26 - Thanksgiving
28 - Club Event

TBD 29 - Work Hours Opportunity (Club Decorating Party)
DECEMBER

6 - Santa Brunch
11 - Change of Watch
13 - Sunday Breakfast

19 - Poppin’ Bottles Night
20 - Chef‘s Choice- Final/Final

21 - Club Closed
24 - Christmas Eve
25 - Christmas Day

31 - Happy New Year’s Eve


