


      
        Lady Patti and I are very pleased to see the activities  
        at the club, out on the lawn and on the water, 
        continuing and thriving in the face of our ongoing   
        challenges with COVID-19.  Our club has so much to   
        offer, being on the open lake and with such beautiful   
        grounds from which members can enjoy swimming,   
        resting, and relaxing while maintaining a safe distance  
        from one another. 

        We were very disappointed to learn about the need to 
close our building and galley after being open for such a short time.  We have had to cancel our annual 
regatta, better known as the Downriver Race, and Commodore’s Reception, which is one of our showpiece 
events where visiting Commodores come to enjoy what we are so fortunate to have as our home away from 
home. We hope and pray that our 2nd re-opening works out better than the first and that the rest of the 
Summer of COVID is without any more setbacks.

House Chairman Rob Doss is doing all he can to work with the management and staff of GIYC to keep the 
club, our club, a safe place to work and relax. Please get familiar with his guidelines and do your part to help 
him in this gargantuan effort.  As we have learned it only takes one person to take down the whole operation 
so please let’s all be cautious and respectful of one another. Let’s do what is asked to keep everyone safe 
and to keep the club open as we re-start operations in August.

Great People – Our Learn to Sail and Race Team Program shines as one the 
best in the area and remains a valuable asset of GIYC.  Many members have 
committed to its growth and success over the years, building on the efforts of 
their predecessors to make it better and better.  Our current Program Director 
is Erik Heilman. Erik continues the tradition of dedication and excellence in the 
face of the challenges COVID-19 poses to a program such as ours.  It is great 
to see the young sailors out on the water testing their skills, as they learn 
fundamentals of sailing  and begin to build their talents to the point of being 
able to take boats out on their own and someday race against others their age.        
Many thanks are owed to Erik for his tireless effort and great organizational skills. 

 



      
Great Lakes – Congratulations are in order to Roger Pollack  and the crew of the sailing vessel Viper for 
completing this year’s Port Huron to Mackinac sailboat race. Conditions were tough with high winds and 
heavy seas for the 48+ hours it takes to complete the race. Many boats chose to or had to drop out as a 
result of the pounding on the boats and crew. Kevin Lemonds, Jim and John-Paul Bourgault were a few of 
the GIYC members onboard along with a handful of others. I’m sure there are stories to be told worth 
listening to.

Great Times – The 4th of July was another steamy and fun filled 
weekend thanks to R/C Will and Lady Sherry Evans and the many 
volunteers that all chipped in to make it a Great Time!  

         Great People, Great Lakes, 
           Great Times, are what it’s all
          about.

                                          Commodore Todd Du�ett 
         &
         Lady Patti

 



      We’re a week into the dog days of summer and the weather   
      continues to be great!  This sure has been a spectacular Michigan   
      summer so far with hot sunny days that are perfect for swimming   
      and hanging out at the crossdike!  Unfortunately, I think that I may   
      have jinxed things last month when I noted that things were getting   
      back to “normal”, or, is this what normal looks like now?  Face   
      coverings, social distancing, limited capacity at our favorite Clubs/  
      bars/restaurants ….. it sure makes you appreciate the simpler times  
      of just a few months ago!

      I would like to thank Rear Commodore Will Evans and Lady Sherry   
      for putting on a wonderful 4th of July weekend!  Even though we   
      weren’t able to have our own fireworks display, the weekend was 
well orchestrated and a lot of fun!  The 2021 Rear Commodore is going to have some big shoes to fill ….. by 
the way, who’s that going to be?

Lady Els and I were so looking forward to joining our fellow members on the trip across Lake Erie to San-
dusky Yacht Club.  Our clothes were packed, the boat was clean, and most importantly, the gas tank was 
full; unfortunately, due to the most recent COVID-19 scare, we thought it prudent not to go ….. maybe next 
year?

Save the dates ….. March 24, 2021 through March 28, 2021.  Please plan on joining Lady Els and me for 
our winter Rendezvous in Panama City Beach, Florida.  We already have some great things planned and 
welcome everyone to come and join us at our home away from home.  Stay tuned for more information!

Lady Els and I are still planning on getting some live entertainment for the remaining summer and fall ….. 
please pay close attention to the GIYCOfficial and the Peekaboo Crew Facebook pages for upcoming 
events!

We look forward to seeing you around the Club!

V/C Jim Ferguson & Lady Els



Reflections from the Rear





 

COVID-19 Re-start Update  
 

 

At the Board of Director’s meeting held July 27th, House Chairman Rob Doss detailed 
for the Board and Bridge a multi-step program necessary to be followed so we can 
once again come and enjoy our Great Galley and all the Great Times our clubhouse 
has to offer.   

As there have been many questions raised about who, what, where, when, why and 
more importantly, how we are going to keep open and keep everyone safe, Rob and 
Board Chairman Pete Uhse, have asked that any and all questions in this regard be 
directed to them so they can provide the most up to date information and so they 
can hear from the membership first-hand what your concerns and questions are. I 
encourage anyone with questions or concerns to contact them directly or via their 

email addresses below.  

As always, I remain available to assist in anyway I can to make our club a better place 
to be, to enjoy, and to feel safe.  

Rob Doss - house@giyc.com 

Pete Uhse – chairman@giyc.com 

 

Commodore Todd Duffett 

 



With the recent outbreak of Covid-19 at our club, I want to assure our members that the Board 
of Directors is doing everything we can to mitigate the problem and re-open the club as soon as 
possible.  Currently, many of the staff have now tested positive which means that they need to 
quarantine for 14 days and re-test showing that they are free from the virus until they are able 
to come back to work.  I am happy to say that symptoms from the staff that were infected are 
mild to none.

We at this point do not have enough staff to operate as we did, and we cannot re-open until we 
are certain that we have a safe environment for the membership. The health and safety of our 
staff and membership is our priority.  

Upon re-opening, we will have strict rules in place to assure that our club environment is safe.  
The rules are as follows:

• No one is allowed in the clubhouse and patio without a mask.  
 There are no exceptions.

• Members need to bring their own mask to the club, but if you do not have one, the  
 club will provide a mask. 

• Masks can be removed once you are seated.

• You must be seated to receive service from the staff.

• Masks must be worn when walking to use the restrooms and around the club.

• Members need to social distance in the club, marina, and Patio.  This means 6’   
 apart.  

• When social distancing is not possible, masks must be worn.

Rob Doss, Sandy, and I have been working diligently to mitigate this problem and on a plan to 
re-open, but currently we do not have a firm date.  This has been a real learning curve regarding 
testing, what test works, and what tests possibly don’t work or has a high level of false results. 
We have received conflicting information from different health officials about testing. We have 
concluded that the most reliable test is a nasal swap.  We were informed by one of the physi-
cians that we consulted with that the finger prick blood test is 75 to 82% accurate and the nasal 
swap is 99% accurate.  The downside of the nasal swab is that it takes 3 days plus to get results 
while the blood test results are 15 minutes.  We are requiring the staff to get the nasal swabs to 
assure that we have accurate results.

I want to stress the importance of adhering to the rules that we have set to minimize the risk of 
spreading the virus.

Warm Regards,
Pete Uhse
Board Chairman



Grounds 
The clubhouse may be closed temporarily, but the grounds, patio, harbor, and 
the waterfront are open for your enjoyment. 
 

 
   



GIYC Learn to Sail

  Fun in the Sun!



 

Leaving on your boat for a few 
days or weeks??? 

Please let our Fleet Captains know the dates of your 
departure and return. 

This will help them provide dockage to any guests we might 
have while you are on vacation! 

Email fleet@giyc.com.  Thank you! 





















ELS
FERGUSON

Providing Exceptional 
     Service to S.E. Michigan since 1985

8420 Macomb, Grosse Ile, MI 48138
www.islandrealtyinc.com

Els Sells...
I have lived Downriver for most of my adult life. My pre-real 
estate professional background includes 30+ years as a 
teacher and administrator in the Wyandotte and Gibraltar 
school districts. I have a passion for all things real estate. 
I will work diligently to help you sell your home and/or buy your 

real estate transaction! 
Call me at 734-341-9265

SOLD



Open 12-8
Kitchen & Bar

Mucho Margarita 
& Taco Night

Independence Day
Race

Open 5-9
Kitchen & Bar

Deep Dish Pizza 
All Day

$14/$16

WNATR Summer #4

Open 5-9
Kitchen & Bar

Deep Dish Pizza 
All Day

$14/$16

WNATR Fall #1

Open 5-9
Kitchen & Bar

Deep Dish Pizza 
All Day

$14/$16

WNATR Fall #2

Open 5-9
Kitchen & Bar

Deep Dish Pizza 
All Day

$14/$16

WNATR Fall #3

Open 12-8
Kitchen & Bar

Mucho Margarita 
& Taco Night

Open 12-8
Kitchen & Bar

Mucho Margarita 
& Taco Night

Open 12-8
  Kitchen & Bar

Mucho Margarita 
& Taco Night

BOD Meeting
7:00pm

Open 12-8
Kitchen & Bar

Open 9:30-8
Kitchen & Bar

Open 12-8
Kitchen & Bar

Open 5-9
Kitchen & Bar

Private Party 
MDR Pm

Open 5-9
Kitchen & Bar

Open 5-9
Kitchen & Bar

Open 12-9
Kitchen & Bar

Open 5-10
Kitchen & Bar

Open 5-10
Kitchen & Bar

Open 5-9
Kitchen & Bar

Open 5-10
Kitchen & Bar

Open 12-8
Kitchen & Bar

Private Party 
Upstairs Afternoon

Open 5-9
Kitchen & Bar

Private Party 
Upstairs PM

Open 5-10
Kitchen & Bar

Open 12-9
Kitchen & Bar

Private Party 
Upstairs Noon

Open 12-9
Kitchen & Bar

Private Party 
Upstairs Noon

Open 5-9
Kitchen & Bar

Open 12-8
Kitchen & Bar

Private Party 
Upstairs Noon

Open 12-8
Kitchen & Bar

Mucho Margarita 
& Taco Night



AUGUST
13 - Kayaking
27 - Kayaking
SEPTEMBER

5 - Labor Day Race/BBQ
7 - Crab Boil/Music on the Patio

12 - Blue Nose Regatta
19 - Hungarian Night

OCTOBER
CLOSED ON WEDNESDAYS UNTIL May 2021

2 - Meet the Candidates
9 - Election Night

11 - Sunday Breakfast
23 - Commodore’s Ball

24 - Trivia Night
25-14th Annual Trunk or Treat

31 - Halloween
NOVEMBER

8 -  Sunday Breakfast
11 - Veteran’s Day Event

14 - Little Italy Night
26 - Thanksgiving
28 - Club Event

TBD 29 - Work Hours Opportunity (Club Decorating Party)
DECEMBER

6 - Santa Brunch
11 - Change of Watch
13 - Sunday Breakfast

19 - Poppin’ Bottles Night
20 - Chef‘s Choice- Final/Final

21 - Club Closed
24 - Christmas Eve
25 - Christmas Day

31 - Happy New Year’s Eve



Commodore Todd Duffett commodore@giyc.com

Vice Commodore Jim Ferguson vc@giyc.com
Rear Commodore Will Evans rc@giyc.com
Group email to Commodore, VC, & RC bridge@giyc.com
Group email to all Past Commodores pc@giyc.com

Chairman Pete Uhse (2021) chairman@giyc.com
House Rob Doss (2022) house@giyc.com
Docks P/C Bruce Milkins (2020) docks@giyc.com
Grounds P/C Brian Hartwell (2020) grounds@giyc.com
Building P/C Terry McCarthy (2022) building@giyc.com
Finance Dave Sims (2020) & Rich Obermayer (2021) finance@giyc.com
Membership Roger Pollack (2022) membership@giyc.com
IT & Communications Kevin Hodgins (2021) IT@giyc.com

Group email to all Board members bod@giyc.com

Fleet Captain Chris Conway & Bob Schafer fleet@giyc.com

Fleet Measurer Alan Tecmire measure@giyc.com

Fleet Surgeon Steve Lewis surgeon@giyc.com

Fleet Treasurer Lady Tamara Dust treasurer@giyc.com

Secretary Paula Duffett secretary@giyc.com

Chaplain Paula Duffett chaplain@giyc.com

Commodore's Ball Joyce Tecmire ball@giyc.com

Entertainment Jane Bersie entertainment@giyc.com

Flags & Protocol Lady Audrey Lyden & P/C Terry McCarthy protocol@giyc.com

Strategic Planning Rich Obermayer sp@giyc.com

Historian P/C Bruce Milkins & P/C John Clark historian@giyc.com

Junior Sailing Erick Heilman jrsailing@giyc.com

Adult Learn to Sail Fernando Leon adultsailing@giyc.com

Photography Neil Johnson photo@giyc.com

Race Chairman Brian Rooks race@giyc.com

Rendezvous P/C Dick & Lady Lynne Savage rendezvous@giyc.com

Peek-a-Boo Crew President P/C Mark Balazy peekaboo@giyc.com

Spray Editor spray@giyc.com

Group email to all  Flags & Committee Chairs flags@giyc.com

Associated Yacht Clubs P/C's Goffinett, Kissell (Alt. P/C Balazy & Savage) ayc@giyc.com

Detroit Regional Yachting Association P/C Matthew Dubois drya@giyc.com

Inter-Lake Yachting Association Erick Heilman (alternate Mark Balazy) ilya@giyc.com

Group email to all delegates delegates@giyc.com
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24 - Trivia Night
25-14th Annual Trunk or Treat
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NOVEMBER

8 -  Sunday Breakfast
11 - Veteran’s Day Event

14 - Little Italy Night
26 - Thanksgiving
28 - Club Event

TBD 29 - Work Hours Opportunity (Club Decorating Party)
DECEMBER

6 - Santa Brunch
11 - Change of Watch
13 - Sunday Breakfast

19 - Poppin’ Bottles Night
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21 - Club Closed
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